The Karns Volunteer Fire Department has been proudly serving an area of 65 square miles in
four communities in Northwest Knox County since 1978. There are five fire stations strategically
located in Karns, Ball Camp, Hardin Valley and Solway. We provide fire protection, emergency
medical first-response, hazardous materials response, rescue support, non-emergency public
assists and public education for over 40,000 residents and businesses.
Until 2001 our department was strictly a "volunteer" fire department. This meant that
members of the community volunteered their service for fire and EMS aid; and community
households and businesses sent voluntary donations to support the fire department. In 2001
we transitioned to a Combination fire department when we hired our first paid firefighters.
Today, we have grown to a full-time staff of 10 paid firefighters. These firefighters serve you
24/7 along with our volunteer firefighters.
In 2010, our department had to change our funding means. We implemented a mandatory
membership program, in lieu of donations. By doing so, we have been able to achieve many
goals that had been set for many years.
Karns Fire opened a Headquarters Office to handle the department's business affairs and in the
Hardin Valley community, a new state of the art fire house is scheduled to be open in late March
2013. Early 2012, we purchased our newest engine which is currently housed at 6616 Beaver
Ridge Rd, Station One.
When you have an emergency - call 911. Karns Fire responds to all types of emergencies. Here
are just a few that you will find our engines on:
*
Medical Emergencies / Medical Assists
*
Hazmat
*
Fire Alarms/Residential & Commercial Structure Fires/Carbon Monoxide Checks
*
Motor Vehicle Accidents
When 911 is called for any emergency, our fire engine responds with a trained staff to assist
your medical or fire emergency needs. Most of the time, the ambulance company is first to
arrive, however, our firemen/women are trained to assist the ambulance crew and will do so if
needed. There may be times when our fire engine arrives first- remember, we are trained
medical professionals and can assist your emergency needs.

